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Enjoyable mix of East and West

Park Fine Art South Korean

American works

show features

BY WESLEY PULKKA For the Journal

The "2010 Fall/Winter International Show" at Park
Fine Art features South Korean and American
artists Yu—Ra Lee, Yong—-Joo Gi, Alan Paine
Radebaugh, Woon—-Hang Joo, Jae—Cheon Oh,
Sam—Ryol Ryu and Young-—Sun Son, all of whom
are inspired by French impressionism, European
modernism, traditional American and European
arts as well as traditional Asian arts.

"Tradition I' by Yu—Ra Lee is a stunning
mixed—media painting on handmade paper
that radiates natural energy. Her composition is
a blend of realistic and abstract imagery that
has depth and an inner magnetism. The
blossoms. that seem to dance through the
scene are rendered in low relief. The paper is
actually built up to form each flower petal. .

Yong—-Joo Gi has
developed a
personal style that
includes touches of
fauvism as well as
inspiration from both
Asian and European
woodblock prints.
One of my favorites is
"Home Sweet Home,"
an idealistic depiction
of a mountain pool
fed by a waterfall. An
outsized white bird in
a treetop observes
both the scene and the viewer.

Park Fine Art's owner/ director, Young—Sook Park,
has been organizing international traveling
exhibitions among South Korea, Japan and New
Mexico for several years and has included
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many American artists in the cultural exchange.

For this year's, Albuguergue exhibit she includes
works by Radebaugh, an Albuquerque artist who
exhibits extensively. I first encountered
Radebaugh's paintings 16 years ago at the
Unitarian Church of Albuguerque.

His church show included tropical birds, flowers
and large abstract works that appeared to
illustrate rifts in the time/space continuum. Over
the years his work evolved into highly detailed
fragments of landscape shapes, colors and
textures.

His works in this show range from what appear
to be close—ups of tree bark or rock formations
to 'Field Painting #5" which contains many
elements from his tropical bird's series from
almost 20 years ago.

These newer works also relate to a series of
grass drawings Radebaugh did a couple of
years back. The new work reveals complete
leaves, seeds and other fragments of the
landscape experience. These paintings are
open, breathing images as opposed to the
densely ponderous textural works.

Jae—Cheon Oh is a masterful realist who paints
still life with the skill of a European master. His
"The Apples" is a lovely and sensitive porirait of
an iconic fruit.

Sam—Ryol Ryu paints beautiful butterflies flitting
between flowers against a stunning azure sky
adorned with fluffy white clouds. These pictures
are breathtaking.

Realistic drawings m Dutch medical books and
other European art forms imported to Japan
during the 400-year—long interaction betweeb
the Netherlands and Japan had a profound
impact on Japanese and other Asian artists.

Korea's more than 5,000—year history as a
continuous culture includes the invention of the
movable type printing press in 1230, two
centuries before Gutenberg's introduction of a
movable type press in Europe. 1 More than a
century ago French post—impressionists like Van
Gogh and others became fascinated with
Japanese woodblock prints and Asian
calligraphy. 'The births of surrealism in Europe
and abstract expressionism in American can be
attributed in part to Asian inspiration.

Woon—Hang Joo paints winter landscapes and

still life inspired by French impressionism. Joo's
stylized female nudes are rendered in an
expressionist mode that combines European
constructivist geometry with an acerbic fauvist
palette.

Joo's landscapes incorporate Asian
contemplative philosophy with beautifully
rendered winter scenes touched by Eurollean
impressionist  inspiration. The snow-—covered
ground and foliage shorn of leaves by the
change of seasons could be found almost
anywhere.

This show is a wonderful combination of styles
and cultures that many art lovers will enjoy. The
inclusion of Radebaugh's works creates a
seamless connection between East and West.

If you go

WHAT:  "2010.Fa]VWinter International  Show!'
featuring works by Jae—Cheon Oh, Yu—Ra Llee,
Sam—Ryol Ryu, Woon—Hang "Red" Joo, Alan
Paine Radebaugh, Yong—Joo Gi and
Young—-Sun Sé6n

WHEN: Through Nov. 26. Hours are: 11 a.m.—4
p.m. Mondays—Fridays and by appointment.
Call 764—-1900

WHERE: Park Fine Art, 20
First Plaza, Suite 27, at
Second and Copper NW
HOW MUCH. Free

(From The Sunday Journal, October 31, 2010)

L T
The Galeria 20 First Plaza NW Suite 27 = r3paAd o] o
Albuguergue, NM B7 102 = ﬂ!—l E g2 2Hyj

401 F===M|Ht ( 9 9} ojl painfingdl LF-E10])

YAk 2 B=
MYeItL =212 Director,
UMM CE oil painting & At

o KRB 2HE =20
2oE) (505) 7641900  EOE (505)—681-3859
v porkiineart com E—mal @ confoct@oandinearnt, com
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